Photograph Preservation Workshop (Part III)

Academy of Fine Arts and Design (AFAD)

Bratislava, Slovakia

September 10-14, 2007

NOTE: Participants will be expected to bring their favorite small tools for use during the practica. They will be expected to present a brief talk on the state of photograph conservation in their respective countries. They are encouraged to bring photographs with treatment issues in any process for discussion, and silver gelatin developed-out images with treatment needs for treatment during the week. 

Day One, Monday, 10 September, 2007

Morning:

Overview of the History of Photography

Mia Fineman, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City 

Bohunka Koklesova, Academy of Fine Arts and Design, Bratislava

Afternoon:

Presentations by the Participants 

Discuss the progress made in photograph conservation in one’s respective country since the start of the workshops in Bratislava. Each country can work as a group and give one presentation.

Day Two, Tuesday, 11 September, 2007

Morning:

Documentation of Photographs

Overview of options for condition report formats and for documentation of photographs (including various database systems, traditional report forms*, examination under various types of light, etc)

Introduction of Database Created for the Conservation Program at AFAD

Boris Kvasnica – Professor of Paper Conservation at AFAD

Practicum: Start of documentation and condition reporting on photographs to be treated by participants. All data to be entered onto AFAD’s database.

Afternoon:

Review of Manufacture, Deterioration and Identification of Photographic Materials Review, discussion, and hands-on exercises

Practicum: Continuation of documentation and condition reporting as needed.

Day Three, Wednesday, 12 September, 2007
Morning:
Ethical Issues in Conservation Treatment 

Overview of the Treatment of Silver Gelatin Photographs on Paper

Lecture: Summary of different treatment techniques used on silver gelatin photographs on paper. 

Demonstration and Practicum:

Demonstration and discussion of the pro’s and con’s of various surface cleaning techniques and materials as applied to photographs in general with a focus on gelatin developed-out photographs in particular. This would be followed by commencement of treatments.

Afternoon:
Demonstration and discussion of alignment, mending, reinforcing and/or consolidation of tears, cracks, creases and lifting binder layers. 

Continuation of practicum.

Lecture on the compensation of photographs, materials methods and techniques along with ethical considerations. 

Discussion and demonstration: Aesthetic Integration or Compensation for Loss (inpainting and inserting techniques).

Continuation of practicum.
Day Four, Thursday, 13 September 2007
Morning:

Treatment of Silver Gelatin Prints, continued 

Continuation of practicum and any demonstrations as needed.
Afternoon:

Viewing of AFAD Photography Students’ work

AFAD photography students share work with the participants.  An informal exhibit.

Lecture and Discussion: The Housing and Storage of Treated Photographs 

This will provide an overview of materials and designs suitable for the housing of photographs with pro’s and con’s of each system reviewed. Examples of a variety of housings and materials will be available for discussion. Examples of solutions for storing oversized and problematic formats will be shown in Powerpoint.

Practicum: If there is sufficient time it would be great to have Participants team up with AFAD photography students and have each group execute one or more attachment and housing type for AFAD students’ work or for the treated photographs. These might include: hinging of various types and materials; photo corners of various types and materials; various sink mat designs, sling mats, four-flap folders, L-mounts; sleeves and so on.

Day Five, Friday, 14 September, 2007
Lecture and Discussion: The Exhibition of Photographs

Practicum: making exhibition decisions for selected photographs.

Review – Participants will present and discuss the conservation treatments they performed during class. 

Question and Answer Session

Lunch and Early Dismissal to allow for travel time!

Instructors:

Monique C. Fischer – Senior Photograph Conservator at Northeast Document Conservation Center, Andover, MA, USA

Nora W. Kennedy – Sherman Fairchild Conservator of Photographs, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY, USA

